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We invite abstracts for papers proposals that explore and provide evidence on the 
role of complexity theory for social innovation.

From a complexity perspective, social innovation has been described as the shift 
from an original attractor which represents business as usual, to a new attractor 
which represents the social innovation (Goldstein et al., 2010). ‘Systemic inno-
vation’ that incorporates an understanding of complexity and complex adaptive 
systems has been recommended as the most appropriate form of social innovati-
on for addressing wicked problems (Davies, et al., 2012). Systemic Innovation is 
defined as ‘a set of interconnected innovations, where each is dependent on the 
other, with innovation both in the parts of the system and in the ways that they 
interact’ (Davies, et al., 2012).

The tenth annual International Social Innovation Research Conference (ISIRC 
2018) strives to bridge the as yet largely unrelated research fields of social and 
business innovation and invites theoretical, methodological and empirical con-
tributions drawing on different disciplines. Over the past two decades there has 
been a dramatic growth in the use of complexity science in the fields of manage-
ment and organization studies (Allen, Maguire and McKelvey, 2011). In line with 
this year's conference theme, the Social Innovation and Complexity Stream is par-
ticularly interested in papers and panels that explore the role of complexity theory 
for social innovation that draws on the use of complexity theory in the fields of 
management and organization studies.
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13 April 2018

Paper abstracts & 
panel propsals

25 May 2018

Decision of submission

10 August 2018

Full papers

All contributions must be 
submitted via the conference 
website.

A maximum of two proposals 
may be submitted per presen-
ter.

Paper abstracts shall not 
exceed 400 words including 
references. They should arti- 
culate the research question(s) 
addressed, the conceptual/ 
theoretical perspectives in- 
forming the work, and where 
appropriate the methodology 
utilised as well as the papers 
contribution the conference 
themes.
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