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Social innovations are not happening in isolation. In this stream, we focus on their 
relations to other social innovations, to institutional contexts and the broader 
society. More specifically on the different mechanisms through which social 
innovations spread and have impact, i.e. the particular processes of upscaling and 
translation through which diffusion, mainstreaming and institutionalization occur.

Some initiatives have system change as their outspoken goal, such as Ashoka or 
the Global Ecovillage Network. Their goal is to institutionalize or mainstream their 
socially innovative ideas, objects or activities – such as new ways of decision ma-
king or transformative entrepreneurship. By contrast, other initiatives aim for ma-
king a specific local contribution, such as for example an urban gardening initiati-
ve that aims to increase liveability and health in a neighbourhood. Here especially 
policy actors would like to see their impact and their ambition to address manifold 
societal challenges increase. Their interest is in finding ways for such initiatives 
to scale or diffuse. While some consider such best practices as important policy 
making devices, others consider them as ‘pre-fabricated solutions’ of ‘fast policy’ 
preventing local reflections on what should be done. They warn against the associ-
ated modes of depoliticized policy making (cf. Jessop 2013, Fougère et al. 2017).

This stream focuses on the ways through which social innovations spread or gain 
impact in relation to their narrower and broader contexts. Such processes have 
been described through concepts such as diffusion, translation, scaling, mainstre-
aming or institutionalization. We invite papers that (amongst others): 

 → analyse how, why, and at what rate social innovations spread, scale or get 
institutionally embedded;

 → analyse how social innovations shape and are shaped by their ‘context’ 
including the discussion of appropriate ‘ecosystems’ of social innovations or 
relevant incentive structures for spread/growth/institutionalization/...;

 → critically discuss the politics and paradoxes that accompany these processes;
 → focus on the strategies of social innovation initiatives, their transformative 

potential and impacts; 
 →  introduce methodological advances that help to grasp these processes.

 
We are interested in both conceptual debates related to these different processes 
and mechanisms as well as interesting empirical investigations from different 
perspectives.



13 April 2018

Paper abstracts & 
panel propsals

25 May 2018

Decision of submission

10 August 2018

Full papers

All contributions must be 
submitted via the conference 
website.

A maximum of two proposals 
may be submitted per presen-
ter.

Paper abstracts shall not 
exceed 400 words including 
references. They should arti- 
culate the research question(s) 
addressed, the conceptual/ 
theoretical perspectives in- 
forming the work, and where 
appropriate the methodology 
utilised as well as the papers 
contribution the conference 
themes.
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