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Background: 
The area of food insecurity and associated issues have become increasingly  
important over recent years.  A special issue of Voluntas is in preparation. This 
has associations with austerity which has occurred in many Western countries 
following the 2008 financial crisis.

Social Innovation & Food:
Food banks are just one aspect of social developments where food is concerned. 
Social movements and citizen led initiatives in this area are increasingly common. 
Another paradox emerges. As food becomes increasingly ‘industrial’ in nature with 
large companies and complex supply chains there are societal responses which 
react to this. These can impact upon the way the food industry operates.  These 
movements encompass various actors and levels of the food chain. Some of the 
movements have grown internationally and become widely adopted concepts and 
ideas. They have spread through their impact upon the ideas and beliefs of citi-
zens rather than as a result of government action or formal civil society organisa-
tions. Similarly the food industry itself have become aware of aspects of food and 
its’ associated with welfare, health and sustainability agendas.

The panel welcomes a diversity of papers around the core concept of food which 
demonstrate innovation with a social focus. 

 → Papers which explore the nature and operation of innovation across sector 
boundaries and through links in the value chain are especially welcome. 

 → Papers which explore social innovation which links food to other social issues 
(such as sustainability, education and health) are also encouraged.

It is anticipated that the panel will generate papers for a special issue of The 
Social Enterprise Journal (SEJ) and authors are encouraged to consult with the 
submission guidelines for the SEJ.



13 April 2018

Paper abstracts & 
panel propsals

25 May 2018

Decision of submission

10 August 2018

Full papers

All contributions must be 
submitted via the conference 
website.

A maximum of two proposals 
may be submitted per presen-
ter.

Paper abstracts shall not 
exceed 400 words including 
references. They should arti- 
culate the research question(s) 
addressed, the conceptual/ 
theoretical perspectives in- 
forming the work, and where 
appropriate the methodology 
utilised as well as the papers 
contribution the conference 
themes.
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